Introduction

pretensions to either'. Swift himself tells us that her
delicate health and natural disposition induced her to
make few visits, but that 'from before twenty years old'
she was frequently visited by 'persons of the graver sort'.1
This statement seems to exaggerate the retiring nature of
Stella's temper. In the years preceding Swift's installation
as Dean there are many references in his letters and in the
Journal^ Stella's love of card-playing, and to her evenings
spent with Dean Stearne, Archdeacon Walls and his wife,
Alderman Stoyte, later Lord Mayor of Dublin, his wife,
and her sister Catherine, Isaac Manley and his wife. In
the country, she paid visits to the Raymonds at Trim, or
stayed with Dillon Ashe at BallygalL The truth seems to
be that Stella enjoyed company, that she possessed social
gifts, and that she was readily received in a good circle of
Dublin acquaintance.
8
Further evidence that Stella, even from the earliest
years of her residence in Dublin, did not lead the life of a
secluded newcomer, and that she was well enough known
to excite guesses and rumours, is provided by an incident
which, for its interest, calls for separate mention. The
particular importance of this event, furthermore, is the
light it throws upon Swift's attitude of mind towards his
relationship to Stella.
In 1703 the Rev. William Tisdall, a fellow of Trinity
College, Dublin, appears upon the scene as a recognized
friend of Stella and Rebecca Dingley, who were then
residing in William Street, Dublin. Swift had probably
made his acquaintance a few years earlier at Kilroot near
to which place Tisdall's father lived. Tisdall, if a man of
1 Prose Works, xi. 134. Swift names among her visitors Primate
Lindsay, Bishops Lloyd, Ashe, Brown, Stearne, and Pulleyn. Orrery tells
us, in an annotated copy of his Remarks (Harvard College Library, MS.
Eng. 218.14), that Stella's 'wit and politeness recommended her to a large
acquaintance in the best families' in Ireknd. See Maxwell B. Gold, Swift's
Marriage to Stella, p. 24.
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